
MLA BIBLIOGRAPHY STYLE FORMAT 
 

Book/Pamphlet (one author) 

Author’s last name, first name.  Title (italicized).  City of Publication: Publisher,  

     Copyright date. Medium. 

 

Nye, Naomi. This Same Sky. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1992.  Print. 

 

Book (two authors) 

1
st
 author’s last name, first name and 2

nd
 author’s name (first then last name). Title  

     (italicized). City of Publication: Publisher, Copyright date. Medium. 

 

Welsch, Roger and Linda K. Welsch. Cather’s Kitchen : Foodways in Literature and 

     Life. Lincoln:  University of  Nebraska Press, 1987. Print. 

 

Book (with editor) 

Editor’s last name, first name, ed.  Title (italicized).  City of Publication: Publisher,  

    Copyright date. Medium. 

 

Johnston, Joy E., ed. Countries of the World. New York: St. Martin’s, 1990. Print. 

 

Encyclopedia (author) 

  

 Author’s last name, first name. “Entry title.” Title of encyclopedia (italicized).  Edition   

       date. Medium. 

 

Smith, Connie. “Germany.” World Book Encyclopedia.  1993 ed. Print. 

 

Encyclopedia (no author) 

  

 “Entry title.” Title of encyclopedia (italicized). Edition date. Medium. 

 

“Twain, Mark.” Encyclopedia America. 1989 ed. Print. 

 

Magazine (author) 

Author’s last name, first name.  “Title of magazine article.”  Title of magazine  

     (italicized).  Day Month Year:  page numbers.  (Abbreviate all months except  May,  

      June, July.) Medium of Publication. 

 

Burton, Sandra.  “The Next China.”  Time. 3 Mar 1997: 48-56. Print. 

  

Magazine (no author) 

“Title of magazine article.”  Title of magazine (italicized).  Day Month Year: page  

     numbers. Medium. 

 

“In the Line of Fire.”  National Geographic. Jan. 1997: 60-87. Print. 



 

Newspaper 
Author’s last name, first name. “Title of newspaper article.” Title of newspaper  

     (italicized). [City of Publication] Day Month Year : section and page number.  

     Medium. 

 

Perez, Suzanne. “Kellogg Project Finally Underway.” The Wichita Eagle [Wichita, KS]  

    13 Dec. 1994: C4. Print. 

 

Personal Interview 
Last name of person interviewed, first name.  Designation as Personal Interview.  Date of   

     interview. 

 

Smith, Henry.  Personal interview.  23 May 1997. 

 

 

Recorded Movie 

Title of movie (italicized). Director’s name. Performer’s names (if required). Distributor,  

     release date. Medium. 

 

Note: use the following abbreviations - Dir. before director’s name and Perf. before list of 

performers. 

 

Therese. Dir. Leonardo  DeFilippis. Per. Lindsey Younce, Leonardo DeFlippis. Xenon  

      Pictures, 2006. DVD. 

 

Internet page 
Author, editor, or compiler (if available). Article name in quotation marks (if applicable).  

     Name of Site (italicized). Name of organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or  

     publisher), Date of resource creation (if available). Medium. Date of access. <url> (if  

     required). 

 

 Note: If no publisher name is available use n.p. Use n.d. if no creation date is given. 

 

“Wilt Chamberlain.”  Kansas Historical Society. April 2010, modified August 2013.  

      Web. May 7, 2014. <http://kshs.org/kansapedia/wilt-chamberlain/12007> 

 

"Wilt Chamberlain." Britannica School. Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 2014. Web.  

     7 May 2014. <http://school.eb.com/levels/middle/article/273591>. 

 

  

 

 
  

 

  

http://school.eb.com/levels/middle/article/273591


Basic Rules 

 

Type your paper on a computer and print it out on standard, white 8.5 x 11-inch paper.  

Double-space the text of your paper, and use a legible font (e.g. Times New Roman). Whatever 

font you choose, MLA recommends that the regular and italics type styles contrast enough that 

they are recognizable one from another. The font size should be 12 pt.  

Leave only one space after periods or other punctuation marks (unless otherwise instructed by 

your instructor). 

Label the page Bibliography (do not italicize the word Bibliography or put it in quotation marks) 

and center the word Bibliography at the top of the page.  

Double space all citations, but do not skip spaces between entries.  

Indent the second and subsequent lines of citations by 0.5 inches to create a hanging indent.  

List page numbers of sources efficiently, when needed. If you refer to a journal article that 

appeared on pages 225 through 250, list the page numbers on your Bibliography page as 225-50. 

Note that MLA style uses a hyphen in a span of pages. 

For every entry, you must determine the Medium of Publication. Most entries will likely be 

listed as Print or Web sources, but other possibilities may include Film, CD-ROM, or DVD.  

Writers are no longer required to provide URLs for Web entries. However, if your instructor or 

publisher insists on them, include them in angle brackets after the entry and end with a period. 

For long URLs, break lines only at slashes. 

Capitalize each word in the titles of articles, books, etc, but do not capitalize articles (the, an), 

prepositions, or conjunctions unless one is the first word of the title or subtitle: Gone with the 

Wind, The Art of War, There Is Nothing Left to Lose. 

Use italics (instead of underlining) for titles of larger works (books, magazines) and quotation 

marks for titles of shorter works (poems, articles) 

See the sample bibliography on the following page. 
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